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Disclaimer

All of my images have been borrowed from various Arrested Development websites 
and news sources. My document has no commercial value, is not meant for a commer-
cial audience, and is the result of an academic assignment. My goal was to strengthen 
my writing and creative software skills. I have no intention of publishing this guide and I 
only want to use these images to incorporate multi-media into my guide and to refine my 
technical writing skills.
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Abstract

This guide is for anyone who is a fan of Arrested Development or for anyone who 
wants to start watching the series. I have been a fan of this show since it was on the 
air—when I was 12 years old—and still find the series as hilarious as ever. And I’m 21 
now.

Arrested Development is a show about an extremely dysfunctional family. It is a comedy 
with running jokes, narrative complexity, and it requires the viewer’s full attention (Mittell 
34). So, some viewers will find it a little off-putting at first. However, if you give the show 
a chance, you will see why it is still making headlines seven years after it was originally 
cancelled. I actually have seen all the episodes of the first three seasons (the series’ 
original run) at least five times. It never gets old.

In this guide, I will cover the nine main characters depicted on the show. I think an 
understanding of who these characters are is the best way to describe the series to a 
newcomer and is the best way to attract new fans. The guide will include descriptions, 
character traits, fast facts, and images of all of these characters.

The Bluth Family:

Michael Bluth (Jason Bateman)

Lindsay Bluth Funke (Portia de Rossi)

G.O.B. Bluth (Will Arnett)

Buster Bluth (Tony Hale)

Tobias Funke (David Cross)

George Michael Bluth (Michael Cera)

Maeby Funke (Alia Shawkat)

George Bluth, Sr. (Jeffrey Tambor)

Lucille Bluth (Jessica Walter)
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The Bluth Family Tree
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Introduction

The World of Arrested Development

What is Arrested Development? That is a very complicated question. Let’s see….

It is a television series than originally ran from 2003 to 2006 on 
Fox.

It begins with a disgraced patriarch whose entire family pays for 
his embezzlement.

It is a series that has an intense cult following.

It is an extended story about the most selfish, twisted people on 
the planet.

It features completely unlikeable characters that you can’t help 
but love.

It’s a show with a banana stand, the Blue Man Group, prison, 
seals, a stair car, a model home, illusions, quasi-incest, and a 
whole lot of bleeped-out cursing.

It is a series about “a wealthy, dysfunctional family in Newport 
Beach, Calif.” that contains plot complexity, “blink-and-you’ll-
miss-it dialogue,” and dense jokes (Poniewozik “It’s Not TV”). 

It is a show that requires the viewer’s complete attention.

It is the. Best. Television. Series. Ever.

So read on to learn more about the show’s nine main characters and the traits that make 
each of them special in their own way. Understanding the characters is the first step to 
understanding the show. Get to know Michael, Lindsay, G.O.B., Buster, Tobias, George 
Michael, Maeby, George, Sr., and Lucille, and you will be a full-fledged fan in no time!
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Michael Bluth

“The One Son Who Had No Choice but to 
Keep Them All Together” (Arrested Devel-

opment Wiki).

Family Ties: Son of George, Sr. 
and Lucille. Brother to G.O.B.,  
Buster, and Lindsay. Father of 
George Michael. Brother-in-law to 
Tobias. Uncle to Maeby.

Michael is the central character of Arrested 
Development and seemingly the only normal 
person in “possibly the most dysfunctional family 
ever” (Leitch 32). Even though he (and initially 
the audience) believes he is the only decent 
Bluth, Michael is just as crazy and messed up 
as the rest of the clan. Sure, his mother is con-
niving, his father is a felon, and his siblings are 
clueless. But Michael is just as flawed because 
he is so self-righteous about his actions. He 
frequently threatens to leave them and always 
laments “I don’t know why I work so hard to keep 
this family together!” (Poniewozik “It’s Not TV”).
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stair car); Strategizing for 
the Bluth Company; Making 
corn balls; Phoenix, AZ

Dislikes: The model home; 
The stair car (the only asset 
the family has left, a stair 
car for their jet which they 
use as a vehicle); His fam-
ily; Spending money on 
anything besides himself

Foes: Kitty Sanchez; 
G.O.B.; George, Sr.; Stan 
Sitwell; Lucille; Lindsay; 
Tobias; Maggie Lizer

Lovers: Marta; Miss Barely; 
Sally; Maggie; Rita

Allies: George Michael; His 
current girlfriend; Buster; 
Any member of the family 
who needs something from 
him

The perfect way to showcase Michael Bluth’s 
personality is by describing his relationship 
with his son, George Michael. Michael likes 
to think he would sacrifice everything for his 
son. However, his actions say otherwise. 
Michael—and the rest of the family—refuse to 
learn the name of George Michael’s girlfriend. 
Whenever his son talks about Ann, Michael 
responds with a confused-but-sardonic 
“Who?”. Sometimes he even calls Ann “Egg,” 
seemingly because she is plain and bor-
ing (Arrested Development Characters 13). 
Michael simply declines to hear and acknowl-
edge the characteristics about his son that he 
does not like or understand.

In addition to being a less-than-stellar father, 
Michael continuously tries to take control of 
the Bluth Company after George, Sr. is in-
carcerated. Michael has to fight his mother, 
G.O.B., his father’s secretary, his uncle, and 
Lindsay in order to become President of the 
Bluth Company. The ironic part is that the 
company is always in trouble and can’t rise 
above being a “Risky” buy on Jim Cramer’s 
stock report show (“Development Arrested”). 
Michael’s obsession with being right and 
being the leader of the Bluth family and busi-
ness is why he will never be able to leave 
them and find another, more stable job. Or a 
more stable life, for that matter.

Position: On-again/Off-again 
President of the Bluth Company; 
VP of the Bluth Company

Interests: Telling his family 
what to do; Being right; Con-
trolling George Michael’s life; 
Biking; Avoiding hop-ons (peo-
ple who try to catch a lift on the 
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Lindsay Bluth Funke

The One Adopted Daughter Who Grew Up 
Believing She Was Michael’s Twin (Arrest-

ed Development Characters 5).

Family Ties: Adopted daughter of 
George, Sr. and Lucille. “Twin” of 
Michael. Sister of G.O.B. and Buster. 
Mother of Maeby. Wife to Tobias. 
Aunt to George Michael.

Lindsay is the self-proclaimed activist of the  
Bluth family (Arrested Development Characters 
5). However, the fact that she is “a limousine 
liberal supporter of dubious causes” and social 
benefits only serves her shallow interests, like be-
ing part of Orange County’s upper crust (Posner 
23). Lindsay is selfish, superficial, and a “stay-in-
bed mom,” as Lucille says (“In God We Trust”). 
Lindsay only has the vaguest idea of what Maeby 
does and where she goes. If she bothered to ac-
tually be a parent, she would be distracted from 
trying to cheat on her husband or stealing the 
latest couture from a high-end boutique.
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Tobias; Flirting shamelessly 
with any handsome and/
or rich guy that crosses her 
path; Throwing benefits for 
causes she knows nothing 
about;   Money; Her ap-
pearance

Dislikes: Her marriage; 
Work; Lucille; Being unat-
tractive; Punishing Maeby; 
Tobias dating 

Foes: Lucille; Maeby; Any-
one who threatens to steal 
Tobias

Lovers: Tobias

Allies: Michael (if she 
needs someone to gang up 
on Lucille); G.O.B.; George 
Michael; Tobias; George, 
Sr.; Buster

However, Lindsay is not solely responsible for 
her poor parenting skills. Lindsay was con-
stantly belittled and verbally abused by her 
mother. Despite being stick-thin and having 
multiple cosmetic surgeries—including a 
nose job—Lucille constantly picks on Lind-
say’s weight and appearance. Unsurprisingly, 
Lindsay insinuates she would not be sad if 
her own mother died (“Good Grief”). She is 
closer to her father, but that’s because he was 
so absent throughout her childhood, he never 
had a chance to criticize his daughter. Lind-
say loves her father, but that doesn’t stop her 
from taking advantage of their relationship. 
Hoping to boost her self-esteem, she visits 
George, Sr. in prison with a red shirt reading 
“SLUT” in black sequins, hoping to attract 
catcalls from the other inmates (“My Mother, 
the Car”).

Despite her claims that she is a feminist and 
a liberal, Lindsay primarily spends her time 
mooching money from her family and trying 
to find a new rich man to replace Tobias. The 
few times she tries to follow through on her 
charitable charade, she ends up frustrated 
or injured (“Key Decisions”; “Charity Drive”). 
Even though she is not genetically connected 
to her siblings and parents, Lindsay’s con-
stant lying and self-interest ensures that she 
is a true Bluth.

Position: Stay-in-bed mom; 
Occasional secretary at the 
Bluth Company; Creator of busi-
nesses she always abandons; 
Shopgirl

Interests: Shopping and cou-
ture; Sex with anyone besides
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George Oscar Bluth aka 
G.O.B.

The One Son Who Does Not Understand 
Why No One Takes Him Seriously

Family Ties: Son of George, Sr. 
and Lucille. Brother of Michael, 
Lindsay, and Buster. Father of 
Steve Holt. Brother-in-law to     
Tobias. Uncle to George Michael 
and Maeby. Ex-husband to a 
nameless woman.

G.O.B. Bluth means well most of the time. At 
least that can be said about him. He is a magi-
cian who does tricks—sorry, illusions—at incred-
ibly inappropriate moments, like in the middle of 
his father’s funeral (“Good Grief”). G.O.B. (pro-
nounced like Book of Job) constantly hits up his 
family for money, refuses to work as anything 
besides a magician, a ventriloquist, or a strip-
per and uses “I’ve made a huge mistake” as his 
go-to excuse for everything (Poniewozik “It’s Not 
TV”).

The endearing thing about G.O.B. is that he is 
completely irresponsible, but constantly craves 
attention and validation. He is jealous of Michael 
because Michael seemingly has his life togeth-
er and has George, Sr.’s tenuous approval. To 
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assuage this extreme envy, G.O.B. picks 
on Michael for being perfect, boring, and for 
only having slept with four women (Arrested 
Development Characters 6). Admittedly, this 
is the one area in life that G.O.B. eclipses 
Michael.

When G.O.B. finds out that one of his high 
school girlfriends got pregnant and decided 
to keep her baby, Steve Holt, G.O.B. is at 
first touched to be a father. But then he runs 
away from it all, since he cannot handle the 
responsibility (Arrested Development Char-
acters 7). Continuing this excellent pattern 
with children, G.O.B. has also sent George 
Michael and Maeby to break into a govern-
ment office to steal permits for his father 
and has ignored his former lover’s children 
(“Charity Drive”; “Storming the Castle”). He 
behaves this way throughout the series and 
cannot understand why no one respects 
him. No wonder his father outright calls him 
a “stupid ass” (“Charity Drive”). 

Position: Magician; Ventril-
oquist; Stripper; Chauffer; 
Temporary employee at the 
Bluth Company; On-again/Off-
again President of the Bluth 
Company

Interests: Illusions; Gaining 
his father’s attention and re-
spect; Sex; Yachts; Poof! Mag-
azine; Besting Tony Wonder; 
Glory with no responsibilities; 
Regaining admittance in the 
Magicians’ Alliance; Franklin, 
his puppet

Dislikes: Work; Respon-
sibility; Commitment;   
Being a father; Prison 
staff; The return policies 
for rabbits and doves; 
Being left out; His status 
in the family/company; 
Paying for Bluth bananas

Foes: Michael; Tony 
Wonder; The Alliance; 
Kitty Sanchez; Lucille; 
George, Sr.; The Warden 

Lovers: Marta; Lucille 
2; Ann; Eve Holt; Wom-
en who show interest in 
Michael; High school girls; 
His nameless ex-wife; 
Kitty

Allies: Michael, when 
G.O.B. needs something; 
Tobias; Buster; George 
Michael; George, Sr. 
(when he is manipulating 
G.O.B.)



16

Byron Bluth aka Buster

The One Son Who Wanted Freedom And 
Ended Up With A Seal Biting Off His Left 

Hand

Family Ties: Son of Oscar Bluth 
and Lucille. “Son” of George, Sr. 
Brother of Michael, Lindsay, and 
G.O.B. Brother-in-law to Tobias. Un-
cle to George Michael and Maeby.

Buster is the Bluths’ weakest link. Despite be-
ing in his mid-thirties, he is scared of the world 
around him, still lives with his parents, allows his 
mother to control his life, and suffers from chronic 
panic attacks. However, Buster is kind and car-
ing—even while being petty and selfish—so that 
means he is a little bit better than the most of his 
clan.

The sad part of Buster’s life is that whenever he 
hopes to assert some independence, he fails 
spectacularly. When he decides to defy his moth-
er and swim in the ocean, he is mauled by a seal 
and loses a hand (“Hand to God”). When he final-
ly gets out there and meets a special someone, 
it ends up being his mother’s best friend, whom 
everyone calls Lucille 2 (“My Mother, the Car”). 
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When he cuts loose and vents his frustra-
tions with his mother, the audience has no 
idea what he is saying because everything 
is bleeped except “horny slut!” (“Bringing Up 
Buster”). Actually, this is a common occur-
rence with this character. Seemingly, the only 
way that he can express himself is to say 
things that are too explicit to be uncensored 
(Gillon 324). Conversely, Buster’s happiness 
is always temporary and usually costs him 
something.

Unfortunately for Buster, all the Bluths be-
sides Lucille find him a little creepy. He enjoys 
giving awkward back rubs (that are quite vio-
lent once he has a hook hand) and frequently 
calls his family by their literal roles (Arrested 
Development Characters 8-9). For example, 
his greeting to Michael and G.O.B. is always 
“Hey, brother!” He says this in a trembling 
voice. Even with his awkward nature, Buster 
does manage to bond with G.O.B. through-
out the series. G.O.B. helps motivate him in 
the army (by punching him) and even allows 
Buster to help him with an illusion at George, 
Sr.’s funeral (“Sad Sack”; “Good Grief”). Even 
though most of his family treats him like a 
baby and tolerates him more than they in-
clude him, Buster is the most innocent of the 
Bluths. His weirdness cements his place in 
the family and his childlike nature endears 
him to the audience.

Position: Graduate student; 
Temporary employee at the  
Bluth Company; Soldier in 
“Army” (Poniewozik “It’s Not 
TV”)

Interests: Lucille; Juice; Pets; 
Naptime; Cartography; 

Archaeology; The ocean; 
Being taken care of; 
Decorating his hook hand; 
Bonding with G.O.B., 
Michael, and Lindsay; 
Swearing spectacularly; 
Helping out the family

Dislikes: Not having his 
mother’s attention; Seals; 
People who are frightened 
by his fake hand; Boats; 
Being treated like a child; 
Being treated like an adult 

Foes: Annyong; Maggie 
Lizer; George, Sr. 

Lovers: Lucille 2; Lupe; 
Starla

Allies: Lucille; George 
Michael; G.O.B. (sporad-
ically); Tobias; Lucille 2; 
Oscar
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Tobias Funke

The One In-Law Who Is So Deluded He 
Quit Being A Psychiatrist So He Could 

Become An Ac-tor In The Local The-a-tre 
(“Pilot”).

Family Ties: Husband to Lindsay. 
Father to Maeby. Brother-in-law to 
Michael, G.O.B., and Buster. Son-
in-law to George, Sr. and Lucille. 
Uncle to George Michael.

Tobias Funke is a man who almost tran-
scends description. What can you say about a 
renowned therapist turned actor, turned Blue 
Man Group stand in, turned unemployed in-law 
(Hirschhorn 147)? Like G.O.B., Tobias means 
well and can even be considered kind, like 
Buster. However, the character’s funniest ele-
ment by far is his complete lack of self-aware-
ness. He unwittingly speaks in euphemisms 
and double-entendres. For example, when he 
prepares himself for his Blue Man Group audi-
tions, he covers himself in blue paint or, as he 
says, “I blue myself” (“The One Where Michael 
Leaves”). Tobias decided to merge the methods 
of an analyst and a therapist by becoming the 
world’s first “analrapist” (Arrested Development 
Characters 10). Even he knew that one looked 
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really bad on paper. The entire family thinks 
Tobias is a closeted gay man, but he doesn’t 
know that.

This lack of self-awareness seeps into other 
aspects of his life. Tobias believes that his 
daughter respects him and that his wife is 
attracted to him. Both of those assumptions 
are dead wrong. When Lindsay and Tobias 
separate, he misses Maeby and decides to 
rip off Mrs. Doubtfire and clean the house 
in drag (“The Immaculate Election.”) “Mrs. 
Featherbottom” fools absolutely no one, but 
nobody calls Tobias out on his actions since 
the house had never been cleaner. In another 
instance, Tobias decided to direct Maeby and 
George Michael in a high school rendition of 
Much Ado About Nothing, because he thought 
his daughter wanted to act and be just like her 
daddy (“Bringing Up Buster”). In fact, she just 
wanted to get to know her crush, Steve Holt, 
and George Michael wanted to get closer to 
his crush, Maeby.

Tobias means well and tries to be a good     
father and husband. He doesn’t really       
succeed, but it’s not like he realizes it.

Position: Psychiatrist;      
“Analrapist”; Blue Man Group 
understudy; Actor; Director; 
Temporary employee at the  
Bluth Company; Housekeeper

Interests: Cut-offs; Carl 
Weathers; Honing his craft; 
Birkenstocks; The Blue Man 
Group; Providing advice no one 
asked for

Dislikes: Being naked; 
His wife (and everyone) 
mocking him for being a 
Never Nude (Poniewozik 
“Great”); Honest criticism 
about his work; People 
stealing his hard-boiled 
eggs (“Good Grief”)

Foes: George, Sr.; Lucille; 
Lindsay; Maeby; Michael; 
(but Tobias doesn’t know 
about any of that)

Lovers: Lindsay; Kitty; 
G.O.B.’s ex-wife

Allies: Buster; G.O.B.; 
Carl Weathers; The    
Warden; His marriage 
counselor
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George Michael Bluth

The One Teenager Who Fell In Love At 
First Sight…With His Cousin

Family Ties: Son of Michael. 
Grandson of George, Sr. and Lucille. 
Nephew of G.O.B., Lindsay, Buster, 
and Tobias. Cousin of Maeby and 
Steve Holt.

George Michael Bluth is the only person in the 
Bluth family with any morals and any thoughts 
that are not solely about himself. Unlike G.O.B. 
and Tobias, he does well and means well. Unlike 
Buster, his kindness is not interrupted by random 
tantrums and weird public displays of affection. 
The only real downside of George Michael’s 
behavior is that he is painfully awkward, shy, and 
has problems communicating with pretty much 
everybody.

This trait primarily displays itself in his relation-
ship with this father. In their first scene together, 
Michael asks “What do we always say is the most 
important thing?” and George Michael responds 
“Breakfast” when his father wanted him to say 
“Family” (“Pilot”). George Michael is so eager 
to please his father, but his father is satisfied by 
nothing. They obviously love each other, but that 
love is tested by Michael’s expectations and
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George Michael’s craving to make every-
body happy.

George Michael is an employee at the ba-
nana stand. He works—and lives—in close 
quarters with Maeby, his first cousin. She 
is initially unaware of his romantic feelings 
about her, but that doesn’t stop Maeby from 
constantly mocking Ann Veal, George Mi-
chael’s on-again/off-again girlfriend. When 
George Michael wants to break up with Ann, 
Maeby assists him in provoking Lucille to 
insult Ann. George Michael wonders what 
his Gangy could ever find to pick on Ann for. 
Maeby condescendingly replies “Oh George 
Michael…” (“Hand to God”). George Michael 
is bad at sports, is unpopular, and is the 
subject of a viral video in which he pretends 
to be in an epic Star Wars battle. You end 
up feeling so bad for him because he really 
doesn’t deserve all the nonsense he puts up 
with. And he definitely doesn’t deserve to be 
a Bluth.

Still, although George Michael is the best of 
the Bluths, his crush on his cousin and his 
introverted nature makes him just as twisted 
as his relatives.

Position: “Mr. Manager” at 
the banana stand; Tempo-
rary employee at the Bluth      
Company

Interests: French films that 
explore incest’s gray area; 
Writing his feelings in letters 
that will never be sent; Suits 
and khakis; Pleasing his father 
and the rest of the family; 

Anything that Ann wants 
him to be interested in; 
Rhythm; The woodblock; 
The Jerky Boys

Dislikes: Tobias’s hair 
plugs; Buster’s hook hand; 
Ann’s creepy religious tra-
ditions; Steve Holt; Maeby 
dating; Any grade below 
an A-

Foes: Steve Holt; G.O.B.; 
Tobias; Occasionally     
Michael

Lovers: Ann; Maeby

Allies: Maeby; Lindsay; 
Buster; Lucille; George, 
Sr.; Ann; Occasionally 
Michael
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Maeby Funke

The One Girl Who Managed To Lie Her 
Way Into A Movie-Making Career At Age 

Fifteen

Family Ties: Daughter of Lind-
say and Tobias. Granddaughter to 
George, Sr. and Lucille. Niece of 
Michael, G.O.B., and Buster. Cousin 
of George Michael and Steve Holt.

Maeby is a Bluth through and through, though 
it is unclear whether she is genetically related to 
the family or not. Maeby loves to lie, criticize her 
parents (who totally deserve it), mess with peo-
ple, and get revenge when she feels slighted. For 
instance, she decides she wants to spend more 
time with Lucille because she knows that it will 
make her mother jealous, not because she en-
joys spending time with her Gangy (“In God We 
Trust”; “Pier Pressure”).

Maeby’s skills at duplicity—and the fact that her 
parents completely ignore her—help her become 
“Surely Funke” and get a job at a movie studio 
as a teenager. Surely is Maeby’s fake twin and 
has B.S., a condition that makes her cough, puts 
her in a wheelchair, and apparently will kill her    
(“Justice is Blind”). 
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Maeby cons her way into a movie job by 
simply acting like she is supposed to be at the 
movie studio’s offices. If anyone questions 
her youthful appearance, she diverts their at-
tention by saying “Marry me!” (“Spring Break-
out”). Her career is not exposed until the third 
season, and no one but George Michael ever 
finds out about her real work (“Exit Strategy”).

Although Maeby is crushed on by her cousin, 
Annyong (her adopted uncle), and Steve Holt 
(also her cousin), Maeby is too intelligent for 
dating. She sees through everyone’s lies and 
charades, but sees no reason to stop lying 
herself. She is the only one who recognizes 
that the family is as messed up as it is. Maeby 
even schemes to break her parents up be-
cause it will give her a reason to emancipate 
from them and from the family’s overall crazi-
ness (“Good Grief”).

Maeby can take on any of her family mem-
bers lie-for-lie, so there is no doubt that she 
has inherited the Bluth behaviors. The good 
news is she’s smart and can use those traits 
indefinitely to her advantage.

Position: Cashier at the ba-
nana stand; Movie executive; 
Surely Funke, who receives 
sizable donations because of her 
B.S.

Interests: Lying; Insulting her 
mother and father; Taking ad-
vantage of everyone; Swearing; 
Rebelling against everything 
her parents stand for; Stealing; 
Cheating on her homework

Dislikes: Beauty pag-
eants; Her family; Ann 
Veal; Being ignored; 
Listening to her parents 
whine; Paper cuts; Re-
searching movies

Lovers: Steve Holt; 
George Michael

Foes: Lindsay; Lucille; 
Ann

Allies: George Michael; 
Lucille (when Maeby 
needs something); Tobias; 
Michael; Her co-workers 
at the movie studio
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George Bluth, Sr.

The One Father Who Continuously Tries 
To Get Out Of Paying His Debt To Society

Family Ties: Father of Michael, Lindsay, and 
G.O.B. “Father” of Buster. Husband of Lucille. 
Twin brother of Oscar. “Pop-pop” to George      
Michael and Maeby. Father-in-law to Tobias.

George, Sr. is the patriarch of the Bluth family, 
which explains why they all are so “cartoonishly 
self-absorbed” (Wren 19). George, Sr. raised his 
children with important lessons, which he taught 
with the help of J. Walter Weatherman (“Pier 
Pressure”). For example, he taught his children 
to always leave a note if they ran out of milk or 
bread. He did this by deliberately running over 
Weatherman on the way to buying milk for his 
family, which inspired Weatherman to yell “That’s 
why you always leave a note!” (“Pier Pressure”). 
George, Sr. keeps up this awful habit by telling 
adult Michael that he killed Weatherman because 
he forgot to close the door when the air condition-
ing was on (“Pier Pressure”). Is it any wonder that 
this “disgraced mogul” raised a family of weirdos 
and sociopaths (Posner 23)? 

And that’s not George, Sr.’s only vice. He con-
stantly has a mistress on the side and usually
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buys Lucille a nice piece of jewelry to make 
up for it. In order to maintain the impression 
of power and control, he belittled Michael’s 
ideas when he was the company’s Presi-
dent. He also keeps everyone besides Lu-
cille in the dark when it comes to the family 
finances. When Michael tries to find out a 
way to unfreeze some family funds, George, 
Sr. cryptically declares “There’s always mon-
ey in the banana stand” (“Top Banana”). Too 
bad George, Sr. didn’t tell Michael that the 
banana stand is lined with $100,000. Then 
maybe Michael wouldn’t have burned the 
stand down.

While these lies and routine manipulations 
seem quintessentially Bluth, George, Sr. 
is especially egocentric. Even though he 
knows he would leave his wife and children 
high and dry, he constantly tries to escape 
from jail. He even fakes his own death after 
an escape, and his family ends up throw-
ing him a wake (“Good Grief”). Sure, hiding 
in your son’s attic puts Michael at risk for 
being arrested for harboring a fugitive. But 
George, Sr. is a father who just doesn’t care.

Position: Former President of 
the Bluth Company; Convict; 
Creator of Caged Wisdom

Interests: Making the most 
of his jail time; Running away 
from his problems; Teaching 
his children important lessons; 
Converting to Judaism and 
Christianity; Not telling anyone

what they would like to 
know; Objectifying wom-
en; Having affairs

Dislikes: Oscar; Being 
bald; Paying his debts to 
society; Owning up to his 
actions; Buster

Foes: Michael; Tobias; 
Oscar; Lucille; Kitty; Stan 
Sitwell

Lovers: Lucille; Kitty; 
Cindy Lightballoon; His 
children’s nannies; Nellie 
and other prostitutes

Allies: Lucille (when she 
needs to manipulate him); 
G.O.B.; His prison crew; 
Barry Zuckerkorn
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Lucille Bluth

The One Mother Who Loves All of Her 
Children Equally. Except G.O.B. (“Pilot”).

Family Ties: Mother of Michael, 
Lindsay, G.O.B., and Buster. Wife 
of George, Sr. Mother-in-law to       
Tobias. “Gangy” to George Michael 
and Maeby. 

Lucille is the puppet-master and master manipu-
lator of all the other characters in Arrested Devel-
opment. She knows exactly what to say for her 
children to do her bidding. She knows what their 
insecurities are. And she knows that she holds 
all the power in the family. As the narrator says, 
Lucille is the “keeper of the family secrets” (“Mar-
ta Complex”). Lucille perfectly utilizes all of these 
traits when she manipulates her children into 
fighting with one another and into sympathizing 
with her plight (“In God We Trust”; “My Mother, 
the Car”).

Lucille’s lies make the rest of the family’s mis-
deeds and fibs look minor. She refuses to help 
Michael with George, Sr.’s court case and con-
tinuously lies to Buster about who his true father 
is (Arrested Development Characters 9). Not to 
mention, she is brutally honest to the point of cru-
elty. She tells Tobias that he will never become
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an actor because “he has no talent” (“Hand 
to God”). She yells at her housekeeper “That 
coat cost more than your house!” (Wren 19-
20). Also, Lucille repeatedly insults Lindsay 
and Maeby’s appearances, their weight in 
particular (“Pier Pressure”).

In addition to being heartless, Lucille also 
has a substance abuse problem: tolerated, 
semi-functional alcoholism. She frequently 
drinks martinis before noon and has been 
forced into interventions and rehab. Michael 
even observes that she’s “mean sober, too” 
(“Spring Breakout”). 

However, none of her cruelty or insobriety 
can mask the fact that Lucille is the smartest 
of the Bluths. She knows how to manipulate 
the legal system so that George, Sr. looks 
like the bad guy and so she looks like the 
clueless wife. It is revealed that Lucille is the 
master of the vengeful schemes that cannot 
be traced back to her, which George, Sr. 
was arrested for (“Development Arrested”). 
When Michael had a confrontation with his 
high school math teacher, Lucille took care 
of it, and the teacher was never heard from 
again (“Whistler’s Mother”). There is no true 
villain in this series, but the family’s matri-
arch is as close to evil as the show depicts.

Position: The true, behind-
the-scenes President of the 
Bluth Company; Socialite; 
Housewife

Interests: Vodka; Plastic 
surgery; Lying; Criticizing 
her children; Chanel suits 
and pearls; Showing up 
Lucille 2; Manipulating 
people for her own gain; 
Furs; Humiliating her   
servants; Motherboy

Dislikes: G.O.B.; Minori-
ties of every kind; The 
IRS and SEC; Her children 
getting along; Her hus-
band’s mistresses; Women 
who eat

Foes: Lucille 2; Michael; 
Lindsay; Lupe; Tobias

Lovers: George, Sr.;    
Oscar; Wayne Jarvis

Allies: Buster; Oscar; 
George, Sr.
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Conclusion

The World of Arrested Development

You have officially met all the Bluths. Congratulations! It is very difficult to figure out their 
family connections and relationships without getting confused. After all, there are three 
characters with some cognate of “George” within their names. There is also a whole lot of 
weird occurrences, terrible behavior, and lies to keep track of. If you know the characters, 
becoming a fan of the show will be a piece of cake. Or a frozen banana, if you will.

Here is a quick review of the Bluth family so that you can finish this guide ready to watch 
Arrested Development:

Michael: The self-righteous, self-superior son who thinks that he is the only 
normal Bluth.

Lindsay: Michael’s adopted, liberal “twin” sister, who doesn’t know what 
the word “liberal” means. Also, she doesn’t know what the word “mother” 
means. 

G.O.B.: The eldest Bluth son who is also a yacht-inhabiting magician who 
takes great, undeserved pride in his illusions.

Buster: The youngest Bluth son who will never find a woman who is as 
awful as his mother. Too bad that is what he is looking for in a mate.

Tobias: Lindsay’s supposedly straight husband, who is trained as an “anal-
rapist,” but follows his passion right to the stage. Er, to the movie set. As an 
extra.

George Michael: Michael’s son and the only decent Bluth. He’s so nice that 
he can’t get his family to remember his girlfriend, oh, what’s-her-name? Egg 
or something?

Maeby: The only Bluth who recognizes the weirdness in the family. If she 
could show up to class instead of working as a movie executive, she might 
be able to convince everyone she is actually very smart.
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George, Sr.: The Bluth patriarch. His financial debauchery and his indiffer-
ence for being a father is the catalyst of this wonderfully damaged series.

Lucille: The Bluth matriarch, who prefers martinis to breakfast. She is a 
master manipulator and is the world’s biggest liar. But she loves all of her 
children equally! Sort of.

And there you have it! I hope you have had as much fun reading this guide as I had writ-
ing it. These characters are the heart of Arrested Development. If you understand them 
and their traits, you are ready to start watching the series today. My personal favorites are 
“Bringing Up Buster,” “Pier Pressure,” “Good Grief,” and “Notapusy.” Enjoy!
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